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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 2-12, 15-18, 21-24, 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by BENASH et al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,084,892 (cited by the applicant), hereinafter 
referred as BENASH. 

Referring to claim 2, BENASH discloses a dial access system, comprising: multiple 
network access servers (NASI - NASn); and a primary interconnect (LAT A/MINI HUB) 
configurable to establish multiple parallel communication links (26) with the network access 
servers, the multiple parallel links enabling parallel information transfer between multiple 
combinations of the multiple network access servers at the same time. 

Referring to claim 3, BENASH discloses that the primary interconnect includes multiple 
parallel switching circuits configured to connect multiple pairs of the network access servers (see 
column 14, lines 7-14). 

Referring to claim 4, BENASH discloses that the primary interconnect includes at least 
one port coupled to a routing engine (22), the primary interconnect connecting different ones of 
the network access servers to the routing engine while in parallel connecting together 
combinations of other network access servers. 

Referring to claim 5, BENASH discloses a buffer (48) for storing packets transferred 
over the communication links. 
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Referring to claim 6, BENASH discloses that the multiple network access servers include 
dial up ports for receiving dial-up calls and secondary ports coupled to the primary interconnect 
(column 10, lines 15-24). 

Referring to claim 7, BENASH discloses that the primary interconnect includes multiple 
Local Area Network (LAN) interfaces (12) coupled to the network access servers. 

Referring to claim 8, BENASH discloses a secondary interconnect (LAT A/MINI HUB) 
configured to establish multiple parallel communication links with the network access servers. 

Referring to claims 9 and 11, BENASH discloses a method for connecting network 
processing devices together, comprising: coupling the network processing devices together 
through a primary interconnect and a secondary interconnect; establishing multiple parallel 
connections in the primary interconnect between different pairs of the network processing 
devices; and transferring information between the different pairs of network processing devices 
through the multiple parallel connections established by the primary interconnect (see column 
14, lines 7-26). 

Referring to claim 10, BENASH discloses the step of establishing at least one of the 
parallel connections between one of the network processing devices and a routing engine and 
passing information between different pairs of the network processing devices while another one 
of the network processing devices in parallel transfers information with the routing engine (see 
column 14, lines 35-45). 

Referring to claim 12, BENASH discloses the steps of: monitoring call activity data for 
the network processing devices; storing the monitored call activity data; and configuring the 
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primary interconnect according to the stored call activity data (see column 10, line 57 to column 
11, line 18). 

Referring to claims 15-18, 21-24, see same rejections as applied to claims 9-12, 
respectively. 

Referring to claim 27, BENASH discloses an interconnect device (LAT A/MINI HUB), 
comprising: an interface (12) including multiple ports for establishing independent 
communication links with multiple network processing devices (NASI - NASn); and circuitry 
(26) configurable to establish multiple parallel connections between the communication links 
established with the network processing devices, the multiple parallel connections enabling 
parallel information transfer between the network processing devices. 

Referring to claims 28-31, see same rejections as applied to claims 3-5 and 7, 
respectively. 

3. Claims 13, 14, 19, 20, 25 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Worsley et al., White et al., Partridge et al., and Benash et al. c 631 are cited to show the 
feature of data communication between communication devices utilizing multiple ports and 
parallel links for data transferring similar to the claimed invention. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3 146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571)272-3 134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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